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President Column

2021 was a year of challengeswith the worseningof the
Covid-19 pandemicnot only for Iraq but for the entire world, which
led to a decreasén internationalsupportfor mostof the organizations
operatingin the regionincluding (AAS-I). Likewise, Iraq facedmany
closuresjob lossesfor mostpeople,andrecessiorwhich addedto the
deterioratingeconomicsituation Daily wage workerswere the most
affectedgroup,in additionto governmenemployeesn the KRl who
receivetheir salariesonceeverytwo monthsfor morethanfive years

The needincreasecamongthe hostcommunityaswell asthe
displaced,as many of the displacedlost the motivation to return to
their areasof origin dueto fear of the ISIS ideology believedto exist
among some extremist individuals who still live in those areas,
especiallyin Nineveh

This period was accompaniedy severerepercussion®n the Assyriannationin generaland on the
memberf the AssyrianAid Societyin particular,which is the lossof one of the biggestpillars of the AAS,
with the deathof its former presidentEngineerAshur SargonEskrya,who playeda majorrole in providingthe
bestpossibleservicesto supportour peopleand deliver the issueof indigenouspeoplesto the largestglobal
forums

Despite the difficult circumstancesand political tensionsin the country, AAS-I did its bestand
continuedits activitiesgearedowardssupportingstability in our regions throughthe continuousefforts of our
supportersand partnersto supportfamilies in needby prioritizing life-savingassistancevhich includedthe
providingof food parcelsandpersonaprotectiveequipmeni{PPE)which includedhandsanitizersfacemasks,
shields hygienekits andmultivitamins Accompaniedy key messageandpublicationsto raiseawarenessn
the preventionand control of (COVID-19), aswell asthe mobile clinic field visits project, which included
severalareasof Duhok andthe NinevehPlains,wheremedicalexaminatiorand providing of prescriptionsaand
medicinedor treatmentelatedto COVID-19 for peoplein needin thoseareas

Among the humanitarianprojectsthat AASI implementedthe distribution of diapersto childrenand
individualswith specialneedsof our people,andthis projecthelpedreducethe burdenon familieswith limited
incomejn variousvillagesof our peopleaswell asinsidethe centerof Duhok governorateandthe projectis
still ongoing

The AASI continuego supportthe AssyrianEducationProcesswhich representeneof the mainand
vital goalsto preserveour ancientmothertongueandits continuity for future generationsby disbursingthe
wagesof morethan90 lecturersandtheir transportationn the governorate®f DuhokandErbil, in additionto
implementingof the restorationprocesdor the schools(Akad andBirta) in Duhok governorateaswell asthe
Assyrianschools'‘computerlaboratorieswere equippedwith laptops,andall the schoolswere suppliedwith
heatingoil for thecold winter.

In orderto supportstability in the villages of our people, many projects have beenimplemented,
includingthe constructiorof six residentialhousesn the village of Chagalan Barwarregion(in honorof the
late Dr. Rouel Gorges),which was demolishedfor morethanforty years As well asthe main sourceof the
waternetworkwasextendedn thevillage of Romta,the extensiorof anirrigation waternetworkin thevillage
of Challek,aswell astheimplementatiorof a projectto install a waternetworkto irrigate cropsandwaterthe
livestockin the village of Gondikosa,andto provide fodderto livestock ownersin the villages Challek and
Nahla,aswell asthe implementatiornof a generatormaintenancerojectin the villages of Bakhitmeandthe
village of Perozawandtherehabilitationof 11 damagedesidentiahousesn thevillagesof NahlaDistrict.



The AASI hascontinuedts activitiesin theliberatedareasgspeciallyin the NinevehPlains,andmany
service projects have beenimplemented,which were the rehabilitation of sevendamagedgreen shopsin
BaghdidaandBartilla, aswell astherehabilitationof five damagedhopsin Telkief, Telsqofand Alqosh,and
the drilling of water boreholesjn orderto supportits residentso work and encourageadisplacedfamilies to
returnto their originalareadrom which theyweredisplaced

The AASI worked to build and developthe capabilitiesof its employeesy holding training in the
field of work of civil societyinstitutionsin orderto providethebestservicedo our people

The AASI continuedo supportthe programsandactivitiesof our peopleyouthby organizinga soccer
tournamentin honorof theformerpresidentateengineeAshur SargonEskrya

In order to bring joy to the children, the AASI concludedits activities in 2021 by distributing
Christmagyifts to themin thegovernoratesf Duhok, Erbil andNinevehPlain

Along with otherimpacts,the spreadof the COVID-19 pandemichashaltedthe establishmenof the
United NationsPermanenEorumon Indigenoudssuedor morethantwo years

During 2021, manymeetingswere held with foreigninstitutionsandorganizationsdirectly or virtual,
suchasmeetingand participation,accompaniedy Mrs. KarmellaBorashanmemberof (AASA) from USA,
In thesemeetingsmanyissuegelatedto our peoplein the countrywerediscussedespeciallytheissueof land
grabbingin (58) Christianvillages, aswell asin the field of humanrights advocacyand consolidatingthe
principlesof the humanrights of indigenouspeoplesandreligiousfreedomsin the country,aswell as AASI
role in providing services and projects, and the absenceof the government'srole and international
organizationsin the field of infrastructurereconstructionof the villages of our people, neglectingof the
archaeologicaknd urban monumentsin areassuch as Khannasand SennacheritDam (Jarwang, lack of
supportfor the AssyrianEducationProcessthe conflict betweerthe Turkish governmen@andthe PKK party
overthelandsof ourp e o p\illagésim the Nahla,BarwarandZakhoregions

The organizationghat were met are SamatritarPurse ReligiousFreedominstitute, USIP and USAID,
whichwerewasmetby Ms. Karmellaon my behalt

In conclusion,| would like to thank all the membersof AASI for giving me the confidenceto
undertakethe responsibilityof managinghe work of the AssyrianAid Societyin orderto achieveits goalsat
all levels,aswell asthe supportiveworkersand volunteersin the AssyrianAid Society, whetherinside the
countryor abroad who workedfor long hoursto serveour nation

The AASI will continueto provideits humanitarianwork at all levelsandin different circumstances,
andtag providethe bestpossibleservicedo our peopleandto advocategherights of indigenougpeopledo live a
decentife in theirregions

YounanLazarMarkhail
AAS Iraq, President



Relief & Humanitarian Affairs

The projectof distributingthe humanitariarrelief itemsto peoplein needin differentareasof Duhok,
Erbil governoratesyillagesof NinevehPlain The projectincludedprovidingfood & hygieneitemsto
morethan(734) families,during2021
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Christmas gift project

The project of distributing the Christmasgifts for kids in Baghdad,Duhok and Erbil governorates,
Bakhdida,Bartilla and Karmlesin NinevehPlain The projectof providing Christmasgifts included
distributingmorethan(2,450) gifts from Dec. 2397 Dec 29" 2021




Mobile clinic project

The projectof providing medicalcareand of medicineto peoplein rural areasof Duhok governorate& Nineveh
Plain,included

1- Conducting(10) field visits of medicalteamto villagesandtownsof our peoplein Duhok& NinevehPlain,the

medicalexaminatiorandmedicationsvereprovidedto (779 beneficiariesJul. 4" - 281 2021

2- Conducting(10) field visits of medicalteamto villages and towns of our peoplein Duhok, the medical
examinationand medicationsof variousdiseasesvere providedto all agesof patientsincluding the medicineof

protectionof COVID-19to (647) beneficiariesAug. 41 - 30" 2021

3- Conducting(17) field visits of medical teamto villages and towns of our peoplein Duhok, the medical
examinationand medicationf variousdiseasesvereprovidedto patientsof differentages(2269 beneficiaries,
includingthe medicinefor protectionof COVID-19, Sep 15ti Nov. 30" 2021
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Construction of Chaqgalavillage - In memory of Dr. Rouel Georgis

ryof the late Dr. Rouel Georgis 6 houseswerebuilt for the peopleof the village of Chagala
on theimplementatiorof the projectbeganin October2020andendedwith handingoverthe
theirownersin June2021




Construction - Irrigation Channel Project

Contributionprojectfor the constructiorof irrigation channelength(100m in thevillage of KashkawaNahla
region,Dec. 1sti 15" 2021

Project of cleaning and opening of irrigation channels in lebdth in the villages oHizany, Khalilani and
Sholeof Nahla Region, Jurl,7t" - 24 2021




fABlooming Flowers! Supporting Local Businesses in
Hamdaniyao project with support of the USAID OTI/ICRI program

The Assyrian Aid Societylraq implementedthe project of renovationand supplying(7) greenshopsin
Bakhdidaand Bartilla in Hamdaniyadistrict, supportedby the United StatesAgency for International
Development(USAID). In which, the project aimed to promote economic activities in the region,
supportingthe economicinitiatives, increasindivelihood opportunities and contributeto encouraginghe
permanenteturnof thedisplacedeoplein theregion

It'is worth noting that the implementatiorof the projectstartedon July 20" 2021 and was completedon
Sep 19" 2021




Project of lighting villages

Theprojectsof lighting thevillagesof our peoplein Duhok governoratehasbeenimplementedsfollows:

1- The project of supplying and installing of (58) lights in the villages (Baz, Challek, Markajiya, Hayes,
Jedide Begolke Kani Balave in theBarwarregion,Jan9 i 14" 2021

2- The projectof supplyingandinstalling of (34) lights in the villages (Bageratin Duhok governorateand
villagesof DashqotanPerozawandKaranjokin Algoshsubdistrict- NinevehPlain),Mar. 20" - 315t 2021
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projects of supporting small businesses ilNineveh Plain

The projectsof supportingthe small businessesf our peoplewhom beenreturnedfrom displacemento
their areasin the Nineveh Plain, the project included supportingthe small businesseowner® with
equipmenandmaterialso open/ developtheir businesseasfollows:

Supplyingequipmentndmaterialsor developmenof Kubbafactoryin Bakhdida
Supplyingof clothesfor developmenbf clothesshopin Telkief

Supplyingof clothesfor developmenbf clothesshopin Sheekhan
Supplyingpick up truck for openingmobilegrocerybusinessn Telsqof
Supplyingequipmentandmaterialsor developmenof blacksmithshopin Telsqof
Supplyingequipmentandmaterialsor openingstationeryoffice in Telkief
Supplyingequipmentandmaterialsor openingelectricinstallationshopin Algosh
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