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President Column

This period wasaccompaniedby severerepercussionson the Assyriannation in generaland on the

membersof theAssyrianAid Societyin particular,which is the lossof oneof thebiggestpillars of theAAS,

with thedeathof its formerpresident,EngineerAshurSargonEskrya,whoplayeda majorrole in providingthe

bestpossibleservicesto supportour peopleanddeliver the issueof indigenouspeoplesto the largestglobal

forums.

Despite the difficult circumstancesand political tensionsin the country, AAS-I did its best and

continuedits activitiesgearedtowardssupportingstability in our regions,throughthecontinuouseffortsof our

supportersand partnersto supportfamilies in needby prioritizing life-savingassistancewhich includedthe

providingof food parcelsandpersonalprotectiveequipment(PPE)which includedhandsanitizers,facemasks,

shields,hygienekits andmultivitamins. Accompaniedby key messagesandpublicationsto raiseawarenesson

the preventionand control of (COVID-19), as well as the mobile clinic field visits project,which included

severalareasof DuhokandtheNinevehPlains,wheremedicalexaminationandprovidingof prescriptionsand

medicinesfor treatmentrelatedto COVID-19 for peoplein needin thoseareas.

Among the humanitarianprojectsthat AASI implemented,the distributionof diapersto childrenand

individualswith specialneedsof our people,andthis projecthelpedreducetheburdenon familieswith limited

incomein variousvillagesof our peopleaswell asinsidethecenterof Duhokgovernorate,andthe projectis

still ongoing.

TheAASI continuesto supporttheAssyrianEducationProcess,which representsoneof themainand

vital goalsto preserveour ancientmothertongueandits continuity for future generations,by disbursingthe

wagesof morethan90 lecturersandtheir transportationin thegovernoratesof DuhokandErbil, in additionto

implementingof therestorationprocessfor theschools(Akad andBirta) in Duhokgovernorate,aswell asthe

Assyrianschools'computerlaboratorieswereequippedwith laptops,andall the schoolsweresuppliedwith

heatingoil for thecoldwinter.

In order to supportstability in the villages of our people,many projectshave beenimplemented,

includingtheconstructionof six residentialhousesin thevillage of Chaqalain Barwarregion(in honorof the

late Dr. RouelGorges),which wasdemolishedfor morethanforty years. As well as the main sourceof the

waternetworkwasextendedin thevillage of Romta,theextensionof anirrigation waternetworkin thevillage

of Challek,aswell astheimplementationof a projectto install a waternetworkto irrigatecropsandwaterthe

livestock in the village of Gondikosa,andto provide fodder to livestockownersin the villages Challekand

Nahla,aswell asthe implementationof a generatormaintenanceproject in the villagesof Bakhitmeandthe

villageof Perozawaandtherehabilitationof 11damagedresidentialhousesin thevillagesof NahlaDistrict.

2021 was a year of challengeswith the worseningof the

Covid-19 pandemicnot only for Iraq but for the entire world, which

led to a decreasein internationalsupportfor mostof theorganizations

operatingin the regionincluding (AAS-I). Likewise, Iraq facedmany

closures,job lossesfor mostpeople,andrecessionwhich addedto the

deterioratingeconomicsituation. Daily wageworkerswere the most

affectedgroup,in additionto governmentemployeesin the KRI who

receivetheirsalariesonceeverytwo months,for morethanfive years.

The needincreasedamongthe hostcommunityaswell asthe

displaced,as many of the displacedlost the motivation to return to

their areasof origin dueto fear of the ISIS ideologybelievedto exist

among some extremist individuals who still live in those areas,

especiallyin Nineveh.
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TheAASI hascontinuedits activitiesin theliberatedareas,especiallyin theNinevehPlains,andmany

serviceprojectshave beenimplemented,which were the rehabilitationof sevendamagedgreenshopsin

BaghdidaandBartilla, aswell astherehabilitationof five damagedshopsin Telkief, TelsqofandAlqosh,and

the drilling of waterboreholes,in order to supportits residentsto work andencouragedisplacedfamilies to

returnto theiroriginalareasfrom which theyweredisplaced.

The AASI worked to build and developthe capabilitiesof its employeesby holding training in the

field of work of civil societyinstitutionsin orderto providethebestservicesto ourpeople.

TheAASI continuedto supporttheprogramsandactivitiesof our peopleyouthby organizinga soccer

tournament,in honorof theformerpresidentlateengineerAshurSargonEskrya.

In order to bring joy to the children, the AASI concludedits activities in 2021 by distributing

Christmasgifts to themin thegovernoratesof Duhok,Erbil andNinevehPlain.

Along with other impacts,the spreadof the COVID-19 pandemichashaltedthe establishmentof the

UnitedNationsPermanentForumon IndigenousIssuesfor morethantwo years.

During 2021, manymeetingswereheldwith foreign institutionsandorganizations,directly or virtual,

suchasmeetingandparticipation,accompaniedby Mrs. KarmellaBorashan,memberof (AASA) from USA,

In thesemeetings,manyissuesrelatedto our peoplein thecountrywerediscussed,especiallytheissueof land

grabbingin (58) Christianvillages, as well as in the field of humanrights advocacyand consolidatingthe

principlesof the humanrights of indigenouspeoplesandreligiousfreedomsin the country,aswell asAASI

role in providing services and projects, and the absenceof the government'srole and international

organizationsin the field of infrastructurereconstructionof the villages of our people,neglectingof the

archaeologicaland urban monumentsin areassuch as Khannasand SennacheribDam (Jarwana), lack of

supportfor the AssyrianEducationProcess,the conflict betweenthe Turkish governmentandthe PKK party

overthelandsof ourpeopleôsvillagesin theNahla,BarwarandZakhoregions.

TheorganizationsthatweremetareSamaritanPurse,ReligiousFreedomInstitute,USIPandUSAID,

whichwerewasmetby Ms. Karmellaonmy behalf.

In conclusion,I would like to thank all the membersof AASI for giving me the confidenceto

undertakethe responsibilityof managingthework of theAssyrianAid Societyin orderto achieveits goalsat

all levels,aswell as the supportiveworkersandvolunteersin the AssyrianAid Society,whetherinside the

countryor abroad,who workedfor longhoursto serveournation.

The AASI will continueto provideits humanitarianwork at all levelsandin different circumstances,

andto providethebestpossibleservicesto ourpeopleandto advocatetherightsof indigenouspeoplesto live a

decentlife in their regions.

YounanLazarMarkhail

AAS Iraq,President
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Relief & Humanitarian Affairs

Theprojectof distributingthehumanitarianrelief itemsto peoplein needin differentareasof Duhok,

Erbil governorates,villagesof NinevehPlain. Theprojectincludedprovidingfood & hygieneitemsto

morethan(734) families,during2021.
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Christmas gift project

The project of distributing the Christmasgifts for kids in Baghdad,Duhok and Erbil governorates,

Bakhdida,Bartilla andKarmlesin NinevehPlain. The project of providing Christmasgifts included

distributingmorethan(2,450) gifts from Dec. 23rdïDec. 29th 2021.
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Mobile clinic project

Theprojectof providingmedicalcareandof medicineto peoplein rural areasof Duhokgovernorate& Nineveh

Plain,included:

1- Conducting(10) field visits of medicalteamto villagesandtownsof our peoplein Duhok& NinevehPlain,the

medicalexaminationandmedicationswereprovidedto (779) beneficiaries,Jul. 4th - 28th 2021.

2- Conducting(10) field visits of medical team to villages and towns of our people in Duhok, the medical

examinationandmedicationsof variousdiseaseswereprovidedto all agesof patientsincluding the medicineof

protectionof COVID-19 to (647) beneficiaries,Aug. 4th - 30th 2021.

3- Conducting(17) field visits of medical team to villages and towns of our people in Duhok, the medical

examinationandmedicationsof variousdiseaseswereprovidedto patientsof differentages(2265) beneficiaries,

includingthemedicinefor protectionof COVID-19, Sep. 1stïNov. 30th 2021.
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Construction of Chaqala village - In memory of Dr. Rouel Georgis

In memoryof the late Dr. RouelGeorgis, 6 houseswerebuilt for the peopleof the village of Chaqala.

Thework on the implementationof theprojectbeganin October2020andendedwith handingover the

housesto theirownersin June2021.
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Construction - Irrigation Channel Project

Contributionprojectfor theconstructionof irrigationchannellength(100)m in thevillage of Kashkawa,Nahla

region,Dec. 1stï15th 2021.

Project of cleaning and opening of irrigation channels in length 5 km in the villages of Hizany, Khalilani and 

Sholeof Nahla Region, Jun, 17th - 24th 2021. 
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ñBlooming Flowers! Supporting Local Businesses in

Hamdaniyaò project with support of the USAID OTI/ICRI program

The AssyrianAid Society-Iraq implementedthe project of renovationand supplying(7) greenshopsin

Bakhdidaand Bartilla in Hamdaniyadistrict, supportedby the United StatesAgency for International

Development(USAID). In which, the project aimed to promote economic activities in the region,

supportingthe economicinitiatives, increasinglivelihood opportunities,andcontributeto encouragingthe

permanentreturnof thedisplacedpeoplein theregion.

It is worth noting that the implementationof the projectstartedon July 20th 2021andwascompletedon

Sep. 19th 2021.
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Project of lighting villages

Theprojectsof lighting thevillagesof ourpeoplein Duhokgovernorate,hasbeenimplementedasfollows:

1- The project of supplyingand installing of (58) lights in the villages (Baz, Challek, Markajiya, Hayes,

Jedide, Beqolke, Kani Balave) in theBarwarregion,Jan9thï14th 2021.

2- The projectof supplyingand installing of (34) lights in the villages(Bageratin Duhok governorate,and

villagesof Dashqotan,PerozawaandKaranjokin Alqoshsubdistrict - NinevehPlain),Mar. 20th - 31st 2021.
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projects of supporting small businesses in Nineveh Plain

The projectsof supportingthe small businessesof our peoplewhom beenreturnedfrom displacementto

their areasin the Nineveh Plain, the project included supportingthe small businessesownersôwith

equipmentandmaterialsto open/ developtheirbusinessesasfollows:

1. Supplyingequipmentandmaterialsfor developmentof Kubbafactoryin Bakhdida

2. Supplyingof clothesfor developmentof clothesshopin Telkief

3. Supplyingof clothesfor developmentof clothesshopin Sheekhan

4. Supplyingpick up truckfor openingmobilegrocerybusinessin Telsqof

5. Supplyingequipmentandmaterialsfor developmentof blacksmithshopin Telsqof

6. Supplyingequipmentandmaterialsfor openingstationeryoffice in Telkief

7. Supplyingequipmentandmaterialsfor openingelectricinstallationshopin Alqosh
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